Editor’s Preface

Greetings! I am Dr. Sang Hoon Bae, Professor of Education at Sungkyunkwan University,
South Korea. Since the 2/2017 issue, I’ve taken the position of editor-in-charge of the In-
ternational Journal for Research on Extended Education (IJREE). As many of you have
witnessed during the past few decades, extended education is becoming a vibrant part of the
world’s educational culture. A variety of extended education programs and activities are
thriving and providing opportunities for learning and development to students across the
globe. In line with this movement, there is a growing body of research in this field. Particu-
larly, many efforts have been made to conduct international comparative studies. One ex-
ample is the newly launched WERA IRN Extended Education (World Education Research
Association, International Research Network).

In the 2/2017 issue, we have five General Contributions. Anna Klerfelt, employing so-
ciocultural and dialogical perspectives, investigated how professional identities are formed
among teachers in school-age educare centres in Sweden. Bakhtin’s notion of ‘authoring’ is
one key concept in her study to shed light on the commonly shared discourse unifying the
professional identity among Swedish teachers. Marie Fahlén examined the issues of freedom
of religion versus secular values, which are potentially conflicting concepts in the everyday
practices of Swedish schools. Given the increasingly multi-religious society along with in-
tensifying globalization, discussions on this topic could be applicable to nearly every country
in the world. David Thore Gravesen and Lea Ringskou analyzed the work of pedagogues in
the Danish Primary School and Leisure-Time Center. They suggested a new concept of
‘timeagogy’, which provides a very interesting perspective to the extended education com-
munity. Atara Sivan and Gertrude Po Kwan Siu investigated how extended education is
manifested in a place where schooling and academic performance are of primary focus.
Looking into the case of extended education in Hong Kong, their research shows that ex-
tended education can have the potential to be a vehicle for not only students’ all-round de-
velopment but also families’ reproduction strategy. Finally, Bjorn Haglund and Louise Pe-
terson, employing the viewpoints of the staff at leisure-time centres, examined what kinds of
outcomes are expected from children by playing board games at leisure-time centres in Swe-
den.
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In this issue, there are also three short reports in the section of Development in Extend-
ed Education. Charles Underwood presents University-Community Links as a collaborative
strategy for supporting extended education in the US. Kolbriin Pélsdéttir and Steingerdur
Kristjansdéttir provide information about Leisure-time centres for 6-9-year-old children in
Iceland. Finally, Thomas Akiva reports, Leadership in Out-of-School Learning, on the Edu-
cational Doctorate Program at the University of Pittsburgh in the US.

IJREE thanks all authors for submitting phenomenal works. We are also very grateful
to all reviewers for their invaluable commitment. We are looking forward to all the great
work to come from the extended education research community.

Sang Hoon Bae
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